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ABSTRACT The demise of colonialism in the 1960s and 1970s and the resultant collapse of apartheid in 1994
marked a new epoch in African independence. The political leadership called for the reconfiguration of its energy
sector. Traditional sources of energy lost currency while the industrial economy demanded more energy. As the
population increased, energy demands increased too. Subsequently, the post-colonial state has been entangled in
the dilemma of increasing energy supplies to meet the needs of its population and to simultaneously reduce carbon
emission which disturbs the ozone layer. This paper draws from history and politics to expound the nature of the
dilemma. Using various countries in southern Africa as examples, this paper revisits endogenous and exogenous
factors, which affect energy reforms in Africa. It concludes that both the West and Africans are partly to blame for
the current situation. The paper proposes that only joint efforts can redeem the current situation.
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